
 

MMB Vaccination Survey – Issues brought up in comments section by members 

 

Issue:  Why bother to have a month of vaccinated only rehearsals? Why not just 

start with whomever would like to play? 

It is difficult to know exactly when we can safely get together again for indoor 

rehearsals. This is a very gray area. We are basing our plan on the fact that the 

president forecasted all adults would be able to get at least their first dose by the end of 

May. In fact, the news just came out that everyone 16 and up in Florida will be eligible 

for vaccination starting on Monday, April 5. There are a lot of people to schedule 

though, so it could take a while. Those who get their first dose at the end of May would 

not be encouraged to come back to band until two weeks after their last dose. That 

might put them returning sometime in early July. Having vaccinated only people in the 

room for the first month is a way to ease ourselves into being together again with many 

people. This is a significant psychological hurdle to overcome for many. We have been 

through a lot in the last year. 

 

Issue: Why use bell covers and masks during May rehearsals when everyone 

invited to rehearsal should be vaccinated. Why use these precautions when they 

are difficult and cumbersome? 

While only vaccinated individuals would be invited to the first month of rehearsals, we 

are using the honor system, and we will not actually know if everyone in the room is 

vaccinated. Therefore, as we dip our toe into the water and get together again, we want 

to remain as conservative as possible at the start. However, more studies are coming 

out that show vaccinated individuals do not appear to spread the virus, even if they 

have an asymptomatic case of Covid-19. That is good news for us. We can revisit our 

bell cover and masking policies as time goes on. This situation is quite fluid.  

 

Issue: Why not make vaccinations a requirement to play in the band? 

It is unenforceable. We cannot force healthcare decisions on anyone in the long run. At 

some point, people are going to make the decision for themselves which they deem to 

be the wisest, and we have no control over that. We will encourage everyone to get the 

vaccine and wait until two weeks from the second dose to attend a band rehearsal.  

 



Issue: Should the band be smaller for a while? 

It would be difficult to invite a small number of members to return without inviting 

everyone. Who would get priority? How would priority be determined? The board has 

decided to wait until it seems safe for all of us to attend rehearsals. During the 

pandemic while we were not meeting, some small groups like the Rock & Roll Revue 

and the Swingtimers were meeting outdoors or in private homes.  

 

Issue: Why don’t we have outdoor rehearsals? 

An informal survey of band members and board members revealed many were not 

excited about outdoor rehearsals. Issues include weather, lighting, location, shade, 

timing, bathrooms. We have updated our AC system and filters and will institute 

additional safeguards to make indoor rehearsals possible. Assuming most band 

members are vaccinated, indoor rehearsals should be a reasonable choice. 

 

Issue: Will we be distancing ourselves from one another in the band room? 

We will distance ourselves to the extent that it is possible to do so. However, if we have 

the full band attending rehearsals, we all know what the set up looks like. Distancing will 

not really be feasible. It is for this reason we recommend vaccination prior to attendance 

and additional safeguards like masks and bell covers. 

 

Issue: One band member recommends not returning until it is 100% safe. Why not 

wait? 

It is unlikely that Covid-19 is ever going to go away and leave us 100% safe. There is no 

100% safe in our world even without Covid. The question is, when is it safe enough for 

the band to open and allow each band member to make their own decision about 

attending rehearsals and performances? Each person is likely to have a different level 

of comfort concerning when it is safe. Our policy is designed to encourage vaccination, 

and to allow each person to decide when they are ready to return. We will be watching 

CDC guidelines closely, and if variants of the virus in circulation make it reasonable that 

we delay our return to rehearsing, then the board will make that call. However, studies 

are looking good that the vaccines in place are effective against current variants. 


